Legends at Evergreen Speedway

                                                                 By Barb Robinson

The Legends Touring Series made its third appearance of the 2007 season at Evergreen Speedway’s 3/8-mile track on May 26th. The Legends shared the evening’s schedule with the Hornets, the always crowd pleasing Gauntlet, and the Monster Trucks. Back gates opened at 4 pm, and the Legends had two practice sessions prior to qualifying. Two seven minute green flag runs with 9 cars in each session provided qualifying times, as the transponders recorded the fastest lap for each car.

Top qualifying times were:

                                
  
 Mike Gardner #44 (M) -- 19.438

                                 

 Nick Carey #1SC (P) -- 19.508

                                   

 Matt Henderson #6 (SP) --19.575

Prior to the heat race, all cars and drivers were invited to the front stretch for an autograph session. The fans, young and old, enjoyed the opportunity to get a close-up look at the cars, including the Monster Trucks. Autographs were signed, photos were snapped and drivers answered all kinds of questions concerning their cars and racing in general.

The field was split into classes for the heat races, with the first heat race consisting of the semi-pro class. All rookies have satisfied the three-race requirement and kept their qualifying spot, with a complete field invert. The #0X of Chuck Carter started on pole, with the #78 of Joey Ziegler lined up on the outside of row 1. Semi-Pro points leader Kyle Oman in the #9K was the winner of the heat, coming from the middle of the pack to take the checkered on lap 8.

The second heat race consisted of the Pro class and the Master class, with a full field invert. The #23 of Randy Schaaf had the pole and the #97 of Nick Johnson lined up on the outside of row 1. The #97, points leader in the Pro Division, took the lead on the first lap and never looked back, winning the 8-lap heat.

The pill pick for the main was an eight, inverting the first four rows of cars for the 30-lap race. The #8C of Ty Hunter started on the pole, with the #92 of Doug Anderson on the outside of row one. The majority of the main was under green, with the exception of a couple of minor spinouts. The points leader in the Masters Division, Mike Gardner in the #44, suffered mechanical problems and retired to the pits early. Nick Johnson, in the #97, took the lead early, followed closely by Nick Carey in the #1SC and Jeff Mueller in the #2. Johnson never surrendered the lead and took the checkered flag on lap 30; his fourth win of the year. The #72 of Keith Van Dyne took the win for the Master division, his first win of 2007, finishing 5th overall. Doug Anderson in the #92 took the Semi-Pro class, finishing fourth overall, and his second win of the year. 

                                                     Top ten finishers in the main

1) Nick Johnson #97 (P) – 19.439

2) Nick Carey #1SC (P) – 19.439

3) Jeff Muller #2 (P) – 19.458

4) Doug Anderson #97 (SP) – 19.553

5) Keith Van Dyne #72 (M) – 19.434

6) Kyle Oman #9K (SP) – 19.560

7) Ty Hunter #8C (M) – 19.593

8)  Alex Kerslake #28 (SP) – 19.732

9) Natalie Sinner #50 (SP) – 19.850

10) Austin Hoye #20 – 19.723

This week’s winner of the VR Sales $25.00 gift certificate is Austin Hoye, also last week’s winner.  Special thanks go to Chuck Sherwood for lining up this sponsor. Hope to see Chuck’s #8 car back on the track, new motor and all, soon!

The driver of the #0X car made his first appearance of the 2007 season at Evergreen Speedway on Saturday. Chuck Carter, a Petty Officer First Class with 14 years of active duty in the US Navy, is stationed at Naval Air Station Whidbey. Chuck has five years experience driving Legends cars, having raced at several tracks in California, including Cajon Speedway in San Diego, and the Bull Ring in Las Vegas, Nevada.  His favorite track is the dirt oval at Barona, California, and counts winning the California Dirt Legends race as his most memorable racing experience. Chuck is the father of 11-year-old Zach.  We look forward to seeing Chuck, with his signature #0X paint job honoring POW/MIAs, at the next race at Evergreen on June 9th.

Nick and Rowan Carey, interviewed on May 24th on KRKO radio, will be leaving on June 6th for the long haul with the #42 and #33 to Charlotte, North Carolina’s Lowe’s Motor Speedway. Both drivers will be racing in the 14th annual Summer Shootout Series, run under the lights. The ¼ mile oval, on the speedway’s front straightaway, occupies land that was the site of a working plantation during the Civil War. The Legends will share the event with the Thunder Roadsters and the Bandoleros, beginning on June 12th.     The 10 race series concludes its 2007 season with the final race scheduled for August 7th. Check the Northwest Legends website for a weekly update of the Carey brothers from Lowe’s Motor Speedway Summer Shootout Series of 2007.

Next Saturday, June 2nd, the Northwest Legends travel to the ¼ mile track at Wenatchee, WA. This will be the first time at this track for many of the drivers, including this year’s rookie class. This banked oval track is a favorite of many of the veteran Legends racers. See you there!

 June 9th brings the Legends back to the 3/8th oval at Evergreen Speedway, the final appearance at this track for the 2007 season. 

